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Intended to provide a basis for discussion, this captivating study evaluates the evidence of modern

science in relation to the debate between the atheistic and theistic resource addresses such topics

as the origin of life; the genetic code and its origin; the nature and scope of evolution; and the scope

and limits of science. Gripping and thoroughly argued, it is an illuminating look at one ofÂ man's

greatest debates. This updated edition featuresÂ 10 percent new contentÂ and a brand new forward

from the author.
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John Lennox, who teaches mathematics and philosophy of science at Oxford University, comes out

of the closet as a "creationist" (some will say) in this incisive and readable book. That is to say, not

only does he place theoretical limits on the "magisteria" of science, he also finds positive empirical

limits to what physics and biology can in fact explain about our strange, glorious, troubling cosmos.I

haven't read Lennox' previous books, so I don't know how far he has gone this way before, but it

seems a gutsy move. (When he begins the section on biology, aware of the acrimony that has

surrounded the evolution debate, he taps out his own tongue in cheek epitath: "Here lies the body of

John Lennox . . . ") Oxford was once the home of Wesley and Boyle and Lewis, but Richard

Dawkins casts a shadow there now -- one member of the science faculty told me maybe 60% of his

colleagues agree more or less with Dawkins, whether they've read him or not. And unlike Alister

McGrath (who however has the class and good taste to recommend this book), Lennox is more in



the Intelligent Design camp than "theistic evolution" or "biologos." But the term "camp" here is

misleading: to Lennox, the search for truth seems less a "darwinian" competition between fortified

and hostile foes lobbying shells at one another, but as a genial and informed dialectical journey

among pilgrims.The book covers all the main questions: the nature of science, origin of the

universe, anthropic "coincidences," origin of life, mutations, fossils. Lennox dialogues with Dawkins,

as one would expect, and with many leading scientific thinkers. The prose is clear as a mountain

creek tumbling over stones.The main weakness of the book, in my view, has to do with Lennox'

discussion of Intelligent Design.

After reading The God Delusion a year ago I became gripped and eventually spellbound by the God

vs. no god debate that seems more and more to be occupying the collective attention of our culture.

In my desire to gain a fuller understanding of both perspectives, I've since immersed myself in the

most popular literature on the subject (penned by Harris, Dawkins, Hutchings, Davis, Flew,

McGrath, Collins, DeSuza etc.). The arguments and lines of reasoning expressed in John Lennox's

book entitled "God's Undertaker" are, by far, the most deep and insightful I've read on the subject to

date.Lennox begins God's Undertaker by making a critical distinction between science and

materialist/naturalist philosophy that, in and of itself, provides a resounding response in the negative

to the question posed in the book's subtitle (Has science buried God?). Lennox explains that

science in an uncontaminated form seeks exclusively to explore the universe by examining its

physical properties and apparent laws without making claims about what might or might not exist

beyond its own domain. Science therefore neither rules out nor affirms the existence of the

supernatural. Naturalism, on the other hand, is philosophically bound to a preconceived notion

regarding the nature of reality; namely that it is limited exclusively to the substantial and,

consequently, that truth can only be found through an examination of material phenomenon. In

short, it is naturalism, not science, which is at odds with theism.
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